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Comment No. 2 (cont.)         Issue Code: 25
 In response to the D&D of vacated facilities now housing HEU storage
and special materials operations, the commentor is referred to Sections
1.2, 3.2.3.2, and 3.2.4.1 of the SWEIS.  As explained in the SWEIS,
vacated HEU storage vaults and facilities are located within listed
buildings along with Y-12 mission activities.  Therefore, vacating just
these areas would not necessarily require the building to be declared
surplus and possible transition to EM.  It would be speculative at best
to determine the environmental and socioeconomic impacts of D&D
activities at this time without knowing which buildings would be D&D,
the contamination levels, and the end use of the buildings.  However,
as a bounding scenario, the SWEIS estimated the D&D wastes from
the vacated buildings associated with HEU storage and special
materials operations in Section 5.11, Volume I.

Comment No. 3   Issue Code: 12
The analysis in Section 5.13 of the Final Y-12 SWEIS does not show
unacceptable levels of contamination to Scarboro Community residents
or others in Oak Ridge (see response to Comment No.1, Issue Code 13
above).

As identified in the Final Y-12 SWEIS, the release of three carcinogens
(arsenic, beryllium, and nickel) are due to the Y-12 Steam Plant
operations (see Appendix D, Section D.3.6).  (Based on updated data
used in the Final SWEIS, cadium emission levels were lower then
reported in the Draft SWEIS, and was removed from detection analysis
by the screening process.)  These carcinogenic contaminants and their
associated excess cancer risks resulting from Y-12 Steam Plant
emissions are presented in Table D.3.6-5. No excess cancer risks were
determined to fall within the EPA’s range of concern (between 10-4 and
10-6 ).  The excess cancer risks for arsenic and beryllium from Y-12
Steam Plant emissions are 1.46x10-7 and 1.22x10-8, respectively.
Excess cancer risks for nickel could not be calculated due to lack of
EPA toxicity values.  4/16
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Comment No. 3 (cont.)        Issue Code: 12
The commentor is referred to Appendix D, Section D.3.6 for
discussions on the presence of chemical contamination at Y-12 due to
airborne emissions, surface water, sediment, soils, and groundwater.
Additional information regarding the historical use and current controls
to mitigate exposure to chemical contaminants is discussed in Section
D.3.7.  The EM Program Y-12 staff activities that are ongoing and
would continue under the proposed action and alternatives evaluated
in the SWEIS are identified in Section 3.2.2.3.

DOE has a very aggressive clean-up program and has worked with the
EPA, the states, stakeholders, and the general public to develop long-
range programs and commitments to clean up its facilities to
acceptable levels.  The impacts on waste management activities
associated with the proposed action, which includes continued
operation of Y-12’s missions and construction and operation of new
facilities for the HEU Storage and Special Materials missions at Y-12,
are addressed in Volume I, Section 5.11 of the Y-12 SWEIS.

Comment No. 4         Issue Code: 16
There is no plan or proposal in the Y-12 SWEIS to build a new
weapons production facility or to manufacture new nuclear weapons.
Since the end of the Cold War, the United States has significantly
reduced the size of its nuclear weapons stockpile, and DOE has
dismantled more than 15,000 nuclear weapons.  At the present time,
the United States is further downsizing its deployed nuclear weapons
stockpile, consistent with the terms of START I and START II treaties.
Although Russia suspended its nuclear weapons dismantlement
activities on January 20, 2001, DOE has continued its weapons
dismantlement activities.  While future arms control reductions may
change requirements for maintaining the weapons stockpile, DOE is
responsible for meeting the current requirements set forth by the
President and Congress.  The need for nuclear weapons and the issue
of how many nuclear weapons the United States maintains as a nuclear
deterrent are beyond the scope of the Y-12 SWEIS.  

Parties to the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty agree not to directly or
indirectly transfer nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices
or control over them to any recipient; and not to in any way assist,
encourage, or induce nonnuclear weapon states to manufacture or alter
use, or acquire 


